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keeping his other troops out of range of the French guns,
whose well-sustained fire only reached a few of his skirmishers.
Oudinot, however, insisted, in spite of the prudent remarks
of several generals, on bringing his first line near the river,,
and thus incurred losses which he could and should have
avoided. The Eussian artillery is far from being as good as
ours, but on campaign it employs pieces called unicorns, the
range of which was longer than that of any French guns of
that period, and it was these that did the greatest execution
among our troops.

Marshal Oudinot, pursuaded that the enemy was going to
cross the stream, not only kept a division of infantry near
enough to repulse them, but also made General Castex's
cavalry support it; a superfluous precaution, since the crossing
of even a small river requires more time than the defenders
need to come up to meet the attack. In spite of this, my
regiment and the 24th were exposed for twenty-four hours
to the Eussian cannon-balls, which killed and maimed a good
many of our men.

While this action was going on, the aide-de-camp whom
Oudinot had sent to the Emperor at Witebsk with the
report of the fighting at Kliastitsi and Sivoshina returned.
Napoleon lavishly rewarded the 2nd corps, both with promo-
tions and with decorations, to show that he did not hold the
troops responsible for the ill-success of our operations. Four
Crosses of the Legion of Honour were awarded to each cavalry
regiment; but with regard to the 23rd Chasseurs Berthier
added that, in order to express his satisfaction at the
admirable conduct of the regiment in the various engage-
ments, the" Emperor sent it, over and above the four rewards-
given to the other regiments, fourteen decorations, one for
each gun captured by it from KulniefFs advanced guard. I
had therefore eighteen crosses to distribute to my brave
regiment. The aide-de-camp had not brought the patents,,
but the chief of the staff supplemented his message by asking
the commanders of regiments to indicate the soldiers who
should receive them, and send him the list. I assembled all
the captains, and, guiding myself by their advice, I drew up of
